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Little Lulu Lives Here

Qittle Lulu,Othe black-eyed girl in the bright red
dress whose antics played out in the nation®
Gunny pagesOfor almost half of the 20th century,
has taken up residence at the Schlesinger Library.
The papers of Marjorie Henderson Buell, Lulu®

creator, came to the library thanks to the generosi-

ty of her sons, Lawrence Buell, the Powell M.

Cabot Professor of American Literature at Harvard,

and Frederick Buell, professor of English at
Queens College, Gty University of New York.
QDur decision to donate the Marjorie
Henderson Buell papers to the Schlesinger
Library was swift and unambiguous,Osays
Lawrence Buell. Othe Schlesinger is incompara-
bly the best place at which to do research into

the life and work of the first woman cartoonist to

achieve international fame. We are certain that
MargeCherself would have approved our choice
enthusiastically.O

Thisrich collection of her paperstoucheson

manyimportant topics, including how womenare
representedin the media; womenin nontradition-

al careers; womenin business;and womer® bal-
ancingof work and family.

The eldest of three artistic sisters, Buell was
born in 1904 and grew up in Philadelphia. Her

mother was an amateur cartoonist, and her father,

a lawyer, was a raconteur who homeschooled his
three daughters through the fourth grade. At the
age of eight, Buell was selling drawings to her
friends, and in high school she worked out of her
studio in a converted chicken coop and sold car-
toons to the Philadelphia Ledger. By 1929, under
the pseudonym QMarge,Oshe had two syndicated
strips, Ohe Boy FriendOand (ashing Dot,Ofea-
turing worldly-wise young flappers with sleek
bobs, long legs, and short skirts.

Lulu was born in 1935, when the Saturday
Evening Post asked Buell to create a successor
to the magazine® (Henry(N Carl Anderson®
stout, mute little boyN who was moving on to
national syndication. The result was Little Lulu,

the resourceful, equally silent (at first) little girl
whose loopy curls were reminiscent of the
artist® own as a girl. Buell explained to a
reporter, O wanted a girl because a girl could
get away with more fresh stunts that in a small
boy would seem boorish.O

Alittle subversive (in the third strip, Lulu,
wearing a phony mustache,stands in a line of
men waiting to enter a Men OnlyOtheater),
but always the picture of innocence, Lulu was a
hit. In 1944, she began a 15-year run as the star
of advertisements for Kleenex tissues. By 1950,

At the age of eight, Buell was selling
drawings to her friends and in high
school she worked out of her studio in a
converted chicken coop and sold car-
toons to the Philadelphia Ledger.

Buell was presiding over a merchandising
empire that included Little Lulu dolls, lunch
boxes, magic slates, coin purses, bubble bath,
pajamas, and candy, some of which are includ-
ed in the collection.

Buell, who died in 1993, imagined in Little
Lulu a self-reliant role model for girls. CBhe
knew she had created a feisty character and
liked it, and she was very proud of having creat-
ed a popular nonviolent cartoon,Osays
Lawrence Buell. She was also proud of her
entrepreneurial success. Fom business con-
tracts to dozens of drawings to a National
Geographic photo of the oceanographic
research ship the Lulu, all aspects of Marjorie
Henderson Buell® long career are represented
in her papers, now housed in the library.

NK athryn AllamongJacob
Johanna-Maridraenkel Cuator
of Manuscripts
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Letter from the Director

Now that we are past the unusual demandsof the building reno-
vation, the library has been able to return to hormalGroutineN
which includes planning improvementsin our collections.The
library is alwaysexpandingits holdingsto capture the fullness
of the record of womer® lives and activities. Asdirector, | want
to make sure that our collection policies and practiceseffective-
ly aim toward that goal.

Thefirst step in collection developmentis an accuiate
assessmentof what the collection already holds. A committee of
library staff members,ably led by Executive Director Marilyn
Dunn, met through the winter to survey the collectionsand cate-
gorize both manuscriptsand printed materials.

The result of the Schlesinger Library collection analysis is a
loose-leaf tome several hundred pages thick, overflowing with fas-
cinating hints of what can be gained from research here. The sur-
vey of manuscripts is especially detailed, recording our holdings
in the subject areas of culinary history and home economics; edu-
cation; employment and labor unions; family and domestic life;
fine arts; health and reproductive issues; historiography; leisure;
leshian, bisexual, and transgender experiences; media and pub-
lishing; political activism and government; the professions of law,
medicine, and social work; racial, ethnic, and religious minority
groups; reform movements; religion; sexuality; social welfare;
sports; suffrage, anti-suffrage, feminism, and women®rights;
travel; voluntary associations; and war. The survey also searched
for international materials, revealing dozens of manuscript collec-
tions with substantial contents on China, Egypt, France, Great
Britain, India, and many other parts of the globe.

As a second step in planning our future acquisitions, | wanted
to consult a varied group of historians, to get their assessment of
the strengths and weaknesses of the Schlesinger® current collec-
tions, and their views on future directions for research and col-
lecting. So, | called together an ad hoc Academic Advisory Group
of 12 historians, each expert in a different dimension of United
States women® history. The group, which met with the collec-
tions-development staff for five hours on February 23, 2006,
included Ann Braude (Harvard Divinity School); Jacqueline Dowd
Hall (University of North Carolina); Gynthia Harrison (George
Washington University); Nancy Hewitt (Rutgers University); Tera
Hunter (Carnegie Mellon University); Mary Lui (Yale University);
Janne Meyerowitz (Yale University); Kathy Peiss (University of
Pennsylvania); Jan Radway (Duke University); Virginia Sanchez-
Korrol (Brooklyn College); Laurel Ulrich (Harvard University); and
Susan Ware (independent scholar).

This was a very constructive meeting. The visiting historians
were enormously impressed with the range and wealth of the
Schlesinger® current holdings, and also full of wonderful sugges-
tions for growth. So many useful ideas were voiced that it is
going to take some time to evaluate them all, to set priorities and
make decisions about implementation. That process is just
beginning as of this writing. | promise to report on further devel-
opments in my fall letter. Meanwhile, come by the library if you
would like to browse through the survey of our holdings; | guar-
antee you will discover unknown riches.

—NancyF Cott
Carland Lily PforzheimerFoundation Director
JonathanTrumbull Professorof AmericanHistory

Archiving the Blogosphere

With support from the Harvard University Library Digital Initiative
(LDI),the SchlesingerLibrary will begin archiving women® blogs and
documentingwomer® use of Web publishing in the early years of the
21stcentury. Thelibrary®proposal, OBlogsCapturingthe Alternative
Voice,Gs one of three selectedby the LDI.

BlogsNshort for Web logsNare an on-line mediumthat suits the
hectic pace of contempomry womer® lives. Topics that prompt much
discussionin women® blogs include adoption, infertility, and abortion
rights. Teenagegirls publish blogs that are essentiallyon-line diaries
recording their spiritual lives and perceptions about their abilities,
creativity, and bodies. Young womenalso use blogs to documenttheir
schooland social experiences We can easily imagine membersof a
Harvard seminar30 years from todayNthe equivalent of this year®
first-year seminarOrhe Female Body in Modern America&ONreviewing
blog postings with excitementand interest.

Collecting blogs will also allow the Schlesingerto capture voices
that are underrepresentedin our collectionsNfor example,those of
Latinas, African Americans,and consewative womenof the political
andreligious right.

BlogsNshort for Web logsNar e an on-line mediumthat
suits the hectic pace of contemporary women® lives.

Archiving material from the blogosphete presentsnumerous
technical challenges.Working with the Harvard University Library®
Office of Information Sewices,the Schlesingemwill contribute to a
growing body of knowledge about collecting, describing,and preserv-
ing digital materials. The LDIproject will also familiarize us with the
complicatedfield of intellectual property rights in the digital world.

Teenagegirls publish blogs that are essentiallyon-line
diaries recording their spiritual lives and perceptions
about their abilities, creativity, and bodies.

Although about 15million blogs are on the Web today, and
expetrts project that by 2010they will numberwell over 80 million, no
guidelinesor procedures exist for capturing this new form of public
discourse.TheSchlesingeris delighted to be at the forefront in this
areaNcontributing to the developmentof new procedures, collecting
new voices, and documentingwomen® use of technology

—Marilyn Dunn
Executive Director and Radcliffe Institute Librarian

a sampleof blogs about contempormry women® lives:

www.bluebirdescape.com
Ayoung womanof Iranian descentchronicles her experiencesand
innermostthoughts

www.latinalista.blogspot.com
Texas-basedcolumnistand radio personality Marisa Trevi—o com-
ments on current events from a Latinaperspective

www.barefootand.blogspot.com
Ablogger reflects on her multiple miscarriages and raising a baby boy




Archery at Radcliffe College, 1928

College Photographs
Go Digital

As far as we know, Radcliffe is the first
institution to catalog and digitize a collec-
tion of photographs of life at a women®
college from the 1870s to the 1990s.

Last fall, with support from the New
Initiatives Fund of the Radcliffe Institute, a
two-year project began to catalog and digi-
tize 15,000 photographs in the Radcliffe
Qollege Archives. These photographs,
acquired through gifts from students and
alumnae or transferred from College
departments, are the works of amateur

Jass Night, 1946

CREDITS

and professional photographers. They
include portraits of students and profes-
sors, and every aspect of the environment
and lives of students.They have attracted
researchers from all over the world for
student essays and theses, films, biogra-
phies, genealogy, scholarly works, maga-
zines, and primary and secondary school
projects. The photographs document
many aspects of women® history: higher
education, war work during World Wars |
and Il, civil rights, and women®rights.

Eachphotographis catalogedin OLIVIA,
a software catalogingtool developed at
Haward; digitized by the expelts at
Widener Library; delivered on the Web in
the Visual Information Archive at
http://via.har vard.edu; and stored as a tiff
and jpeg in the Digital Repository Selvice.

So far, the staff has cataloged 5,850
images, and 2,000 have been digitized.
Copyright can often be a complicating fac-
tor, but Radcliffe is fortunate that many
photographers have been generous with
their images. For example, Starr Ockenga®
panorama of student life in 1971, at the
beginning of coresidence, will soon be
available on-line. Many student photogra-
phers who worked for the news office and
the yearbook have also given permission to
include their images in the project.

N Bne S. Knowles
Raddliffe College Archivist

Cartoon on page 1 from the Marjorie Henderson Buell papers. Photos from Radcliffe College above from the
Radcliffe College Archives; photo above right of Marcela Esteva by Martha Stewart. Photo on page 5 from the
Gretchen Schuyler papers. Photo of Susan Schechter on page 6 courtesy of Allen Steinberg; photo of Katherine Kraft
by Martha Stewart. Photos on page 7 from the Izola Forrester Collection.

A Microwave, a Press, a
Board Cutter: Preserving
the Library® Printed
Materials

Unlike other areas of the Schlesinger
LibraryN where researchers pore over
books and manuscripts, and the library
staff sift through manuscript collec-
tionsN Marcela Estevez®work space
contains a microwave, a press, a board
cutter, and a large work bench.

Orhemicrowave is only usedto
make paste,OsaysEste\ez, the
SchlesingerLibrary®preservation spe-
cialist, referringto the paste she cooks
up and usesto repair books and other
printed materials. She must mix the
ingredients and then heat the mixture
to makeit adhesiwe.

TheSchlesinger like many expand-
ing repositories, has a growing needto
preserve its pre-
cious materials.
Este\ez, who pre-
viously worked "
part-time, recent- ‘
ly moved to a full-
time schedule,
and Dawn
Culbettson, a
part-time preser- 2
vation assistant, '
was hired to help
Esteez with the
growing workload.

Esteez and Culbettson work on
books, pamphlets, periodicals,and
manuscripts,but the emphasisis on
books, Este\ez says. Olténot so much
bookbinding we do but consewation
treatmentNrebacking, hinge consoli
dation, paperrepairNall while trying
to conseve the original covers and
structure as much as possible.OMany
books are outfitted with specialfold-
ers and jackets.

Thanksto the work of the preserva-
tion department, the Schlesinger®
pricelessmaterialswill be available to
researchersfor yearsto come.

el
Marcela Estevez

NErin Breed
Staff Assistant




Girls brushing their teeth at Camp Blazing Trail, 1958
(Boston YWCA Records)

Nature study at Camp Onaway, 1960s
(Camp Onaway Records)

Carﬁpéﬁ?)ir singinginside the main lodge at CampBlazingTrail, 1962 .
(Boston YWCA Records)

CampOpensfor Summer

On April 10, 2006, camp season began at the Schlesinger
Library. The library® latest exhibit, running from April
through September, highlights material from the book, man-
uscript, and photograph collections illustrating the experi-
ences of girls at sleep-away summer camps throughout the
20th century.

Documents and artifacts from more than 20 manuscript col-
lections are on display. Featured are camp diaries, letters home,
camp brochures, menus, a book on trail cookery and craftwork,
and an assortment of buttons, blue ribbons, and pennants.
Camp uniforms, including middies, shorts, and sweatshirts (all
with name tags, of course) hang from a clothesline.

Camprecords shed light on important aspectsof
Americanand women® history. Thematerials
illustrate the ideals of the Progressive Ema (when
most campswere born), the economichardships
of the Great Depression,the patriotism and sac-
rifices of the World War Il era, and the social
changeof the 1960s.

These objects are from Camp Walden (Denmark, Maine),
Camp Moy-Mo-Da-Yo (Limington, Maine), Camp Waziyatah
(Harrison, Maine), and Camp Kiwanee (Hanson, Massa-
chusetts), among others, and from the records of the Camp Fre
Girls, the Massachusetts Grl Scouts, and the Boston YWCA. The
exhibit also includes items from two recently acquired collec-
tions: the Camp Alford Lake Records (Hope, Maine) and the
Camp Onaway Records (Hebron, New Hampshire).

Camprecords shed light on important aspectsof American
and womer® history. Thematerialsillustrate the ideals of the
Progressive Er (whenmost campswere born), the economic
hardships of the Great Depression, the patriotism and sacri
fices of the World War Il era, and the social changeof the
1960s.Many campshighlighted in the exhibit were founded
by womenand were and still are almost exclusively women-
owned and -operated businesses.Thesecollectionsgive
insight into the complexity of the campbusiness,including
purchasingfood, transporting campers,constructinghousing,
providing health care, and managingstaff members.

The records also show camp life from the campersCper-
spective, and document the evolution of girlhood during the
20th century. Early campers cooked, danced, sewed, swam,
rode horses, rowed canoes, and played games. As times
changed, activities changed, to include waterskiing, wind-
surfing, sailing, and rock climbing. Letters and diaries reveal
pride in new skills and joy in new friendships. Not all girls
were happy campers, however. As Ruth Raymond wrote in
her diary in 1922, Q got so homesick. . . . just for a house,
with furniture, and paper on the walls, for hot water, privacy . . .
things 1@ always taken for granted.O

For manygirls, though, campwas a deeply meaningful
experience.EllenMenke Stuart, reflectingon her 11th,and
last, summerat CampWalden, wrote, Ol so thankful | came
to Walden, when you leave you canOhelp taking a part of it
with you and | know it will stay with me all my life.O

NP aula Aloisio
ManuscriptProcessor



An UnexpectedFind:

Papers of a Sports Legend and War Hero

Oneperson@trashis . . . you know the expression.In December
2005, we went to look at the cookbook collection of ElizabethH.
Wright, and subsequently153of her volumeswere addedto the
library®culinary collection. During our visit, Wright® husband,
CharlesConiad Wright, professoremeritus of Americanchurch his-
tory at the Harvard Divinity School,handed me a dusty box con-
taining letters and photographs. He had rescuedthem from the
trash after their owner, Gretchen Schuyler a tenantin the Wright
home, moved out in the 1950s.

It didnOtake long to realize that these materials were indeed
treasures. Gretchen Schuyler who died in 2002 at the age of 91,
was a sports legendand war hero. Anoutstanding athlete at
Sament College,where she played nine sports, she joined the first
USWomen® Laciosse Teamin 1935and also the US WomenS Field
HockeyTeam. Sheearneda master@degree from Columbiain
1940and taught at the ChapinSchool(where JacquelineBouvier
was one of her chamges).

Gretchen Schuyler in her kep

Spring BEvents Sponsored by the Schlesinger Library

Aconwersationwith Geoge Chauncey
historian and author of Gay New York
Cosponsoed by the SchlesingerLibrary, the Harvard University History

Depaitment, the CharlesWarren Centerfor Studies in AmericanHistory, and the

Committeeon Degreesin Studies of Women, Gender and Sexuality
Fiday, February 3
ThompsonRoom, BarkerCenter 12 Quincy Street

OCarJs Foreign Policy Be Fixed?0

Lecture by SamanthaPower

Maurine and Robert Rothschild Lecture

Monday, April 24, 4:30 Pm

Askwith Lecture Hall, Longfellow Hall, 13 AppianWay

Three yearslater, as a captainin the AmericanRed Cioss
ClubmobileService during World War II, Schuylerbeganwriting
home from Englandof her Owork@her quotation marks), which
she evidently relished. The ClubmobilesNsewice clubs on
wheelsNwere speciallyoutfitted vehiclesthat were driven directly
to military campsor into the field. Clubmobilewomenmadeand
served doughnuts and coffee; the vehiclesalso featured lounges
stockedwith books and records. More than 1,000womenserved in
Qubmobilesin Europe. Schuylersubsequentlyperformedmore-
dangerous work, caringfor fighting and injured soldiersin
Belgium, Fance,and Germanythrough 1945,and shereceived a
Bronze Star from President Truman for her bravery during the
Battle of Bastogne.

TheClubmobilesNservice clubs on wheelsNwere
speciallyoutfitted vehiclesthat were driven directly to
military campsor into the field.

After the war, Schuylertaught physicaleducationat Boston
Uniwersity for 28 years, retiring in 1973.Former students hail her
as a formidable lacrosse player, a pioneer, and an inspiration. In
her honor, BU establishedthe Gretchen SchuylerAward, given
annuallyto a womansenior student who combinesacademic
achievementand athletic ability. Schuylerwasinducted into the
BU Hall of Fame and the US Laciosse Hall of Fame, amongothers.

Schuylerwartime letters complementthe SchlesingerLibrary®
collection of records of the ClubmobileSewice, given by EImaE.
Fay and JeanHacklemanin 1995.The Schuylerletters, unpro-
cessedto date but available for research, contain accountsof her
daily life written to her parents and sister over her three years of
service, many headedsimply OEnglandér Gomewheg in
Belgium.COThecollection includes postcard views of the
Clubmobilesin action; snapshotsof Schuylerand other women
Clubmobilersand soldiers; issuesof The Sinker, a newsletter for
Clubmobilers;and two letters written to little Gretchenand her sis-
ter by their father during his service in World War 1. It is a signifi-
cant collection, preserved for posterity by the sharp scholarlyeye
and steadfastcare of CharlesWright.

NMarylene Altieri
Cunmtor of Booksand Printed Materials

Owiting 20" CenturyLives: Biography as HistoryO

Panel discussionwith historians LizabethCohen,LindaGordon, and
AliceKesslerHarris

Cosponsoed by the SchlesingerLibrary, the HumanitiesCenter and
the Harvard Uniwersity History Depatment

Friday, April 28, 2 M, ThompsonRoom, Barker Center 12 QuincyStreet

Library Film Series:

Sistersin Cinema(Wednesday February 1)
Orlando(Wednesday March 1)

Crig®Wife (Wednesday April 5)

Eve® Bayou (Wednesday May 3)

Radcliffe CollegeRoom, SchlesingerLibrary

All films are shown at 6 Pmand are followed by a discussion.



Susan Schechter

OSomedagoon | would love to hand over
the files in my basement,filled with notes
and minutes from the 1970sand ©80sto
the next genemtion of activists and writers
interested in the history of the battered-
womer® movement. It desewves at least
seweral more tellings.O

SusanSchechter a pioneerin the move-
mentto prevent domesticviolence,made
this statementin 2003. After she died at 57
from endometrialcancer in February 2004,
these words were posted on the Web site
of the Family Violence Prevention Fund as
part of an on-line memorial. Shortly there-
after, Schechter€husband, Allen
Steinberg, a historian on the faculty of the
Uniwersity of lowa, arrangedfor her papers
to cometo the SchlesingerLibrary.

Olwanted a placethat people go to,0
Steinberg said. ORople go to Cambridge,
and | had some connectionwith the
SchlesingerODuringthe 1980s,when
Steinberg worked at Harvard and
Schechterat Childen® Hospital in Boston,
he becameacquaintedwith NancyF. Cott,
now the Carland Lily Pforzheimer
Foundation Director of the Schlesinger
Library and the JonathanTrumbull
Professorof AmericanHistory at Havard.
OHaving person| knewinvolved in the
processmadea big difference,Che said.

Papers of SusanSchechter
Pioneerin the Movementto
Prevent DomesticViolence,
Arrive at Schlesinger

Activist®Story Will GetOSegral More TellingsO

Schechter wrote several influential
books, including Women and Male
Violence: The Visions and Struggles of the
Battered Women® Movement (South End
Press, 1982) and When Love Goes Wrong:
What to Do When You Can® Do Anything
Right, with Ann bnes (HarperCollins,
1992). She also founded an initiative
called AWAKEN Advocacy for Women and
Kids in EmergenciesN a program for bat-
tered women with abused children, at
Children® Hospital. This was the first pro-
gram of its kind in a pediatric hospital.

The Schechterpapersfill 50 cartons,
which now await processing.Cott stressed
that these materials are an important
addition to the library®previous holdings.
OSusarBchechterwas a courageousand
committed feminist, an important advo-
cate for battered women, and a leaderin
urging and teaching medical personnelto
recogniz signs of domesticabuse,QCot
said. OThe Schlesingeris delighted and
grateful to have her papers,and we feel
that this is the right location for them,
becausethey fit in well with our other
holdings on feminist approachesto
women® health and family issues.O

—Pat Harrison
Publications Manager

Katherine Kraft

?_J |

Awards Corner:

Library Archivist Honored

Katherine Kraft, archivist at the
Schlesinger Library, has been honored
with a 2006 Association of College and
Research Libraries (ACRL) Women®
Studies Section (WSS) Award for
Significant Achievement in Women®
Studies Librarianship. The award,
sponsored by the publisher Routledge,
honors a significant or one-time contri-
bution to women® studies librarian-
ship. It recognizes Kraft® accomplish-
ment as lead archivist of a 22-month
National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) grant to make some
of the library® most significant hold-
ings accessible to researchers.

With funds from the NEH, Kraft
and manuscript processors Cheryl
Beredo and bhanna Carll processed 23
collections representing the
postBNorld War 11 women® movement,
including the records of the National
Organization
for Women,
the Women®
Equity Action
League, and
the Boston
Women®
Health Book
Collective.

Kraft will
be presented
with $500
and a plaque
during the
WSS program
at the 2006 American Library
Association annual conference in New
Orleans in une. The ACRLis a division
of the American Library Association,
and it represents 13,000 academic and
research librarians and interested indi-
viduals.

Library Publications Win
CASE Honorable Mention

The Schlesinger Library® new brochure
and other printed materials created for
the opening of the renovated library
earned an honorable mention from
CASE (Council for the Advancement
and Support of Education) District | in
the category of Special Commun-
ications. The materials were designed
by XEffrey Williamson, vice president
and director of design at Mullen, with
support from Senior Account Executive
Cary Savage, and photography by Peter
Vanderwarker.



Newly Acquired Papers Document
Life of Writer |zola Forrester

The Forrester Collection spans nearly 150

years and six generations.

Atage 14, |zola Forrester (1878D1944)
beganpublishing in suchmagazinesas
Woman® Home Companionand Red Book,
and by the time she was 17 she was practi-
cally self-suppotting. Not all her editors,
however, believed that she wasthe writer
behind the stories. Whenlzola was 15,a
magazineeditor who had beenbuying her

1zola Forrester

serial stories askedher to sit in his office
and write a piece. Theresult, O\ Question
of Sentiment,Gappeared in the editor®
monthly magazineand put to rest his fear
that the real author was Izola® adoptive
father, Geoge Forrester, editor of the
ChicagoTribune.

Brought up in a theater family, 1zola
was a child actress. Her mother died sud-
denly when1zola was 13,and the
Forresters, friends of the family, adopted
her. Geoge Forrester led her awayfrom
what he considered to be the uncertain
life of the stage. 1zola Forrester subse-
quently wrote fiction, nonfiction, children®

books, and screenplays,while raising
seven children. Her most popular book,
ThisOneMad Act, published in 1937,is
about JohnWilkes Booth, who Forrester
believed was her grandfatherThe

Schlesinger Library recently acquired the
papers of Izola Forrester and her family, a
collection that spans nearly 150 years and
six generations. The papers document
Forrester® evolution from child actress in
the 1880s to writer and mother. For
researchers, this collection not only pro-
vides information about a remarkably tal-
ented woman, but casts light on a large
family that wrote for and populated the
American stage for many years.

Izola Forrester® family brought 44
boxes of papers to the library in
December 2005. The papers had been
examined and arranged by Forrester®
three daughters (Izola Page Allen,
Marjorie Page Colony, and Rosamond
Page Putnam) over more than 40 years.

Thelargest of the collection®three
sectionsincludesoriginal manuscriptsof
the writings of Izola Forrester and her
secondhusband, playwright Mann Page.
Accoding to an often-told family tale,
their eyes met acrossthe table one night
at their boardinghouse on Washington
Squate in NewYork, and it waslove at
first sight. Thetwo collaborated on

I1zola Forrester with her daughters

scripts for the stage, for silent movies,
and finally for sound movies, which took
them to Hollywood. Material for
Forrester®manysolo articles, children®
books, and ThisOneMad Actare also in
this section.

Forrester was a prolific letter writer,
keeping copiesof her own letters as well
asthose shereceivwed, and correspon-
dencemakesup the secondsection of
the collection. Her 30-year correspon-
dencewith Richad Merrifield, her son by
her first marriage,is a lively exchange
betweenwell-read mother and son that
toucheson every aspectof the early
decadesof the 20th century. Thethird
section of the collection documentsthe
last half of the 19th century Thediaries,
scrapbooks, and letters of Forrester®
mother and grandmotheroffer a glimpse
into a world of theater, travel, and family.

NK athryn AllamongJacob
Johanna-Maridraenkel Cuator
of Manuscripts




Campers jumping off a dock into Newfound Lake at Camp Onaway. Photo by Achber Photo Service (Camp Onaway Records)
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